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Stroke mortality rates have fallen over several decades in industrialised countries.' A recent analysis using the National Statistics Office historical data set for England and Wales' has shown a steady decline, with greater falls at younger ages, from 1901 to 1936-39. From 1940-60 rates increased in both younger and older people, and from 1961-91 rates declined again at all ages. In the USA, the rate of decline has accelerated during the century from 0.5% per year in 1900-20 to 4-5% per year since the 1 970s but did not show any increase in the 
